Call to Worship

Hymn       On a Hill far Away #260

Prayer

Confession and Forgiveness

Congregational favorites

Ten Commandments
Hymn       Lead me to Calvary #253
Scripture
Message

Hymn       Blessed Assurance #426
Prayers

Benediction

closing song      Blessed Assurance #426 v. 1

Matthew 26-27 various verses

How will we respond?

Our natural response to injustice is set pretty early

babies cry, quickly complaining to Mom, then fighting back,


teenagers have to defend themselves. . 

Tonight we have a story of different people reacting different ways 


to real or perceived injustice



Religious Leaders stepped on by Jesus



Judas threatened in his role, not given respect



rest of the disciples see their leader taken



Jesus is arrested in a shady situation

1.  Religious leaders


not happy with Jesus always making them look bad


afraid they will lose power or influence


knew Jesus was becoming popular 


so needed a creative way to convict him


they find the weak link in the disciples and buy him off



we know they were wrong 



but they thought their motives were justified




they thought they were defending their institution



if have to use bad means to accomplish it so be it

2.  Judas 

We don’t have a lot of info on why he chose to betray Jesus


seems to be questionable with the money


worried about himself and sees he’s getting what he wants


he feels like he’s suffering injustice, so acts to prove himself



kind of a lashing out at being looked down on



then he felt his guilt and couldn’t handle it 

3.  Disciples


they are good honest Israelites wanting to see the kingdom

they see the injustice of their Lord arrested and betrayed


first instinct is to fight with violence



Jesus shuts that down


‘live by the sword, die by the sword’

then they are afraid for themselves and scatter

4.  Jesus


The one who is truly betrayed and treated unjustly


even knows it is going to happen and prays first


then lets Judas greet him and goes to arrest peacefully 



even knowing it will end in death


doesn’t fight back with sword or “do you know who I am”


Instead goes to the cross and asked the Father to forgive them



the ultimate turning the other cheek, loving our enemies

Does Jesus ever want us to fight for justice?


it seems the Kingdom is ushered in by defending defenseless



standing up for the broken



laying down our lives in service of others

The disciples eventually caught on


after starting with violence they learned 


as apostles, shared the gospel without violence or retaliation


willing to go to jail or martyrdom for the Kingdom

What injustice do you see around you?


is our first instinct to think of who has hurt us 


or the people we care about and love?


do we think of protecting our property, rights, and beliefs?


Or do we see the true injustice in the world 


in hunger, slavery, killing innocent


22,000 children die a day still



half the world on 2.50 a day

What injustice will we stand up against?


and how will we stand up against it?

Like religious leader who played dirty to defend their own

end justifies the means
like Judas who took care of his wants and concerns first

have to take care of my own
like the disciples early on when they used violence or just fled

can’t let people just walk all over us
or like Jesus who laid down his life so that others may have life?

Father forgive them
